LORD KELVIN
parted in mid-ocean, where the depth was 2000 fathoms. It was subsequently recovered, but meanwhile another cable had been made, and was successfully laid by September 1866. This, as it well might, created immense enthusiasm in the country, and Thomson's fame spread throughout the length and breadth of the land. He was created a knight. He had done a work which could only be done by one who was at once a great physicist and a skilled electrical engineer, and who had great determination, driving power and enthusiasm. Thomson was not only enthusiastic himself, his enthusiasm was contagious. When he visited the Cavendish Laboratory he would go round and see what researches were being done by the students. If there was an experiment in progress he would take keen interest in it, get the student to repeat it, and make suggestions for other experiments. All this was a great stimulus to the students and made for the success of the laboratory. His triumph with the Atlantic cable led naturally to his service being retained as Consulting Engineer by many cable companies. He had also, in partnership with Varley, a practice as Consulting Engineer, and he also appeared from time to time in the Law Courts as an expert witness. These all made additional demands on his time and caused many interruptions in his scientific work. He told me once that he relied on his journeys between London and Glasgow for thinking out any physical problem on which he was working.
Few men have obtained great distinction over such a wide range of subjects. He was a great physicist and had left his mark on almost every branch of physics known in his time. He was a great mathematician, and used his physics to guide his mathematics and his mathematics to give precision to his physics. He was also a great 423